
Aloha Summer and Birch Lake 
4th of July Patrons! What a 
great event the Commodore/Vice 

Commodore party turned out to be.  If 
you weren’t there you missed out. We 
had some great looking boogie-board-
short guys and some lovely island ladies. 
It was a great time where we got to get 
reacquainted or just acquainted. I appre-
ciate everyone who attended and con-
tributed to making this a wonderful 
time with some delicious food. John 
Luecht and Macy McGann won best 
dressed for their tropical attire. A spe-
cial thanks to our Bartenders former 
Commodore Karen Curtis- Miller, Eric 
Miller and Bruce Wagner. 
 Additionally, thank you to Pat 

July 4, 6 - Fireworks Regatta; makeup races 
       Sunday if needed
July 6 - Boat parade, 4 pm; Firework, dusk
July 7 - Pancake Breakfast, Camp, 8:30-11
July 20 - Hogoboom family reunion, BLYC
July 26 - Men’s Golf Outing, Pine View, 1:30
July 27 - Celebration of Life for LaVeta 
       Scofield, west side, 1-5 pm
August 10 - Corn & Sausage Roast, TBA
August 17 - Homeowners Association 
        annual meeting following board mtg.
August 17 - Fall Dinner, BLYC
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC
BLYC Board Meetings: July 20, August 17; 

at BLYC beginning at 9 am
More info as available. Watch for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call  561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.

Thanks to “Good” Patti Russwurm for the beautiful pic of the Sunfish on Birch Lake!

Commodore’s 
Comments 2019

Birch Lake Calendar

 “Fireworks had for her a direct 
and magical appeal. Their attrac-
tion was more complex than that 
of any other form of art. They had 
pattern and sequence, colour and 
sound, brilliance and mobility; 
they had suspense, surprise, and 
a faint hint of danger; above all, 
they had the supreme quality of 
transience, which puts the keen-
est edge on beauty and makes it 
touch some spring in the heart 
which more enduring excellences 
cannot reach.”

~Jan Struther

I  hope everyone has a safe and happy 
holiday weekend! Remember, with so 
many guests to our lake we need to 

be extra cautious on our roads and on 
the water. Designate a driver and enjoy 
your weekend in safety.
 The Birch Lake fireworks will be 

shot from the Camp Tannadoonah 
waterfront on Saturday evening as it 
gets dark. This usually means 9:45 or 10 
pm for the start. Our friends at RKM 
Fireworks are doing the show again this 
year, and the forecast looks friendly. The 
rain date is Sunday, if it comes to that.
 Many lakers may not know that I 
studied in Japan for a year during col-
lege. My favorite time was their spring-
time ritual of hanami, or flower watch-
ing. For just a brief few days, when all 
the cherry trees are in bloom, they take 
a break from their busy lives to appreci-
ate nature’s fleeting beauty. I always 
loved the parallel Japanese word for 
fireworks: hanabi. The word literally 
means flower fire. The Japanese people 
are known to “cherish short-lived beau-
ty” and fireworks are a perfect embodi-
ment of this.
 As usual, the Pancake Breakfast is 
on Sunday morning at Camp 
Tannadoonah. This is a long-time tradi-
tion at Birch Lake, so if you haven’t 
been there you should try to come out. 

Bring your family, friends, visitors, and 
any wandering strangers for a hearty 
bounty of delicious pancakes and sau-
sages. The proceeds go to Camp.
 Finally, the deadline is rapidly 
approaching for this summer’s golf out-
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July 6 ���������� Fireworks and Boat Parade 2pm
July 7 ������������������������������� Fireworks rain date
July 7 ��������������Pancake Breakfast 8:30-11am
July 19 ������������������������������ Ladies Golf Outing
July 20 �������������������������������������������� Poker run
July 26 ������������������������������� Men’s Golf Outing
July 26 ����������������������������� Ladies on the Lake
July 27 ����������������������������� Camp T Hog Roast
August 3 ���������������� Corn and Sausage Roast
August 17 ��������������������������������������Fall Dinner
September 7 ��������������������������� Sailing Awards
September 14 ��������������Card and Game Party
October 12 ����������������������������������Chili Cookoff

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change�  
Watch the Barker for updates!

Duffy’s Artwork —  Thanks to Duffy Dufor (east side) for the cool illustration for the Fourth of July!  Happy holiday all; BE SAFE!

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication�  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale�com, put the items in 
the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd� (East Shore), mail to Phil Vitale, 102 So� Broadway, Cassopolis, MI 49031, or fax to (269) 
445-9200�  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or any other materials returned�  To contact me by phone, call (269) 

476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Chas Grundy, 269-476-7062�       --Phil Vitale, editor
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know someone who is, please contact Phil Vitale at (269) 476-
1680 or email me at onlinebarker@gmail.com. Birch Lake Yacht Club

FIREWORKS FUND
$10,25O GOAL

Amount
raised
to date

$7,034June 4

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

$5,609May 21

$5,909May 28

$7,659June 10

$10,250GOAL

$9,829June 18

$10,049.00June 25

$10,249.00July 1

WE DID IT!

With a last-minute 
pledge of $2 the 
$10,250 goal has 
been surpassed! 

Funds raised now 
will go toward next 

year’s fireworks 
EXTRAVAGANZA! Every year we have a rash of 

thefts and burglaries around 
Birch Lake over the Fourth of 
July weekend!  This weekend, 
don’t be a victim, be vigilant.  
Lock your cars, close garage 

doors, don’t leave valuables in 
your boat, and be alert of unusual 
activities.  In case of emergency 
call 911; the non-emergency 
phone number is 445-2481.

Message by the Birch Lake Homeowners Association

Don’t be a victim; be vigilant; beware of thieves!



McGann for his beverage skills and assistance to pull of 
this event. As well as a thank you for my decorating com-
mittee Linda Bergan, Bruce Wagner and my husband. 
On to the Forth! 
 The Fourth of July festivities begins this weekend. 
The Boat Parade begins at 4 pm EST starting on the 
East side at our dock, look for the Big FSU Flag. We do 
ask you register for the Boat Parade, a time will be pro-
vided for your float. Why are we doing this? Well it pre-
vents everyone from congregating at the same time and 
reduces traffic to flow in a smooth manner. I also ask you 
register, so I have a number of prizes for your atten-
dance. We will have four judges who will be evaluating 
your boat float based on presentation, theme, creativity 
and overall score. So please be mindful of the Boat 
Parade patrons, and make sure you steer clear if you are 
on the lake enjoying the water in another capacity. 
 Next, will be the fireworks which will begin on 
Saturday night as dusk. So, make sure you are firmly 
planted in the area you want to be to watch the big 
bangs! This also should provide you with a time frame to 
put our furry family members in a confined area where 
they won’t be frightened by the noises. I wanted to com-
mend each one of you for your contributions to the 
Fireworks this year. We have met our donation budget! 
You can continue to contribute after the show or ask 
your family members to chip in if they enjoyed it. 
 I also want to thank John and Trish Stitz and their 
family; Lauren, Nolan and Claire for their recent contri-
bution of some great Lake Girl apparel that was sold at 
the Spaghetti Dinner. The contribution of the sweat-
shirts and shirts allowed us to add an additional $200 
towards lake quality. 
 Which brings us to some good news about the water 
quality. The Eurasian Mil-foil is shrinking a bit, so the 
recent treatment and warm weather have caused the 

— Birch Lake Notes —

The Commodore and a few neighbor friends at the Hawai-
ian-themed Commodore/Vice Commodore party.



curly leaf pond-weed and Eurasian 
watermilfoil to retreat a bit. Keep doing 
your part by staying clear of the area 
and don’t drive through that section of 
the lake. A reminder it is the area on the 
East side of the lake in front of Sailor 
Phil’s to well past our previous commo-
dore Karen Curtis Miller’s home with 
the teal pier. 
 Lastly, I just want to make sure 
everyone has a safe and fun weekend. 
Some reminders; make sure you are 
driving at an appropriate speed, be 
mindful when on the water, have a look-
out if skiing or tubing. If you are kayak-
ing, try to stay around the perimeter of 
the lake. Let’s make sure we are driving 
in the correct directions. Wear a life 
jacket or know where they are located, it 
is better to be safe than sorry. 
 For motor vehicles, let’s also be care-
ful and slow our speeds on the roadways 
around the lake especially this weekend. 
Make sure you lock your cars and keep 
your keys in your pocket or purse and 
not in your car to avoid theft. We need to 
make our company aware of the recent 
rash of car and home break-ins. 
 Sorry to lecture everyone, I just 
want all of us to be safe and secure. Be 
kind to one another!
 Take care,

~Commodore Angela
 
Men’s golf outing is July 26
 Vice Commodore Pat McGann has 
confirmed that the mens’ golf outing will 
be held on Friday, July 26, with a shot-

gun start at 1:30 pm at the Hemlock 
Course of Pine View Golf Club in Three 
Rivers. Full dinner with Chateaubriand 
steak will follow at the course after golf-
ing. Cost $60, with a cash bar. 
 Deadline is July 16 to register with 
the form in this week’s Barker. 

Kings expecting gusts
 We Kings look forward to hosting 

friends and family 
on Independence 
Day and through 
the weekend.  Liz 
Kramer, Cal’s GF, 
is with us for the 
week and we are 
excited to have her 
parents, Steve and 
Mary Kramer 
(Dodge Center, 
MN), with us 
through the 
Holiday.  Perennial 
partiers Ric and 
Lisa Dwenger 
(Muncie), and 
Chuck and Karen 

Horn (Carmel) arrive Thursday.   Rumor 
has it Sarah Elizabeth (Horn daughter) 
may attend with friends?  Cal’s crew 
comes in on Friday (be afraid, we have 
no idea how many to expect).  As 
opposed the semi-permanent porta-potty 
at the landing, ours is just temporary 
(walkers are welcome).  Profound apolo-
gies to all our neighbors.

~Mr. Bob (King, north side)

BL Yacht Club online payments
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club has 
added a new secure website for residents 
to pay dues, donate to various causes, 
buy merchandise and pay to attend 
events.  Please note that all fees are 
slightly higher when paying online.  To 
check it out (or pay your dues), go to: 
HTTP://WWW.BIRCHLAKEYACHT-
CLUB.COM

Birch Lake Book Club
 Birch Lake Book Club will meet on 
July 30 at 7 pm to discuss Educated by 
Tara Westover. Claudia Phipps will 
host. Everyone is welcome.
 Our next book is Beneath a Scarlett 
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HANG ON TO YOUR UMBRELLA!
Or at least screw it in ... a gust of wind on Sunday shot table umbrella up like a 
missile on Petit roof (south side).



— Birch Lake Notes —

Sell 5’X6’ foam floats

Available in white, blue and black 
Call Jacob at 

(269) 506-4083

The Joy’s John at Birch Lake public landing
 Despite the objections of multiple homeowners on Birch Lake (including the own-
ers of the properties on either side), the Cass County Parks Department has placed 
a Joy’s John on a concrete pad near the water at the Birch Lake public landing.  All 
indications are that it will be here throughout the summer and every summer here-
after.  If you have objections, questions or opinions that you would like to 
express, you are encouraged to attend the next Cass County Park Depart-
ment Board meeting on Thursday July 11 at 9 am in the Annex Building of 
the old courthouse in Cassopolis on the 2nd floor.

Sky by Mark Sullivan. Jeannie Welch 
will host.

The Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to 
your Birch Lake home every weekend 
through Labor Day - FREE of charge!  It 
is also posted online every week at 
http://www.philvitale.com.
 The Birch Barker is one of the many 
things for which your Birch Lake Yacht 
Club membership dues are used to bene-
fit to the citizens of our lake.  If you hav-
en’t paid your 2019 membership dues 
(just $30 for full members, $15 for asso-
ciate members), you can do so with the 
handy form in every week’s Barker or 
online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.
 The Barker welcomes (reasonable) 
content (remember that this is a family 
publication and don’t send things you 
wouldn’t want your own kids to see). 
Deadline for submitting items for publi-
cation is always at 3 pm on the Tuesday 

of the week before publication.
 If you would like to submit an ad or 
editorial item for consideration, see note 
at bottom of page 1.  Please send high 
resolution photos (we prefer 300 dpi); 
cell phone photos will work (sometimes) 
but can’t be enlarged without blurring.  
If you want your materials back, include 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  

~Editor Phil

New Birch Lake Directory
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club is plan-
ning a new Birch Lake Directory to be 
published later this year, and we need 
your input!  If you have had changes in 
your family or if you are new to the lake 
(since the 2017/2018 Directory was pub-
lished), we need you to provide your 
information (DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMITTING INFO IS JULY 14) so 
we can include the new information ...
 The info we publish is: Cottage 
number (if you know it); Last name(s) of 

owner(s); First name(s) of owner(s); Lake 
address; Other address; Lake phone 
number; Other phone number(s); 
Children’s names.  
 Please send your information to Deb 
Spratt via email at debspratt@comcast.
net as soon as possible so we can get 
started.  We are also looking for adver-
tisers for the Directory ... If you are 
interested in advertising or know some-
one who is, please contact Phil Vitale at 
(269) 476-1680 or email me at online-
barker@gmail.com.



Eurasian Milfoil:
 We began monitoring aquatic 
vegetation in Birch Lake in 2001. 

We were part of a Michigan Lake & 
Stream program that mapped the aquat-
ic plants in Birch Lake. Howard Wandell 
provided professional assistance to the 
Birch Lake Water Quality Committee. 
The mapping project revealed that Birch 
Lake had a moderate plant population 
consisting of a good variety of species 
none of which dominated. At that time 
the survey determined that we did not 
have Eurasian Milfoil. In 2007 Eurasian 
Milfoil was discovered at three sites. 
Progressive AE provided professional 
assistance and is still under contract. 
Professional Lake Management treats 
the Milfoil and treated a one acre site 
this year on the east side. 
Growth characteristics:
 Eurasian Milfoil is an aggressive, 
tall-growing exotic aquatic plant from 
Europe and Asia. It is capable of grow-
ing to the surface in 12 to 15 feet of 
water. At the surface, it forms a dense 
canopy of vegetation over other plants. 
Many native plants may be reduced in 
abundance by Eurasian Milfoil cano-
py. Consequently, this plant can form 
dense colonies covering much of a lakes 
littoral zone. Being an exotic, it has few 
natural biological control agents so it 
can dominate a lake for many years. A 
few biological control agents have been 
found. Some lakes have seen signifi-
cant declines in Eurasian Milfoil after 
10 to 20 years. Control of other aquatic 
plants reduces competition and appears 
to allow Eurasian Milfoil to maintain a 
greater coverage for a long period.
Habitat:
 Eurasian Milfoil may be found 
throughout the literal zone out to depth 
of 20 feet. 
Nuisance traits:
 Its tall growth pattern conflicts with 
many recreational activities. In dense 
conditions, it is a serious localized and 
lake wide problem. It is not a significant 
food crop for waterfowl, other birds or 
aquatic mammals. It readily regenerates 
from detached fragments and spreads 
rapidly. 
Curlyleaf Pondweed:
 When we began monitoring aquatic 
vegetation in 2001 a small amount of 
Curlyleaf Pondweed was discovered and 

removed. In 2006 we revisited known 
sites established from the previous plant 
survey. No Curlyleaf was found. Cur-
rently it has been present in the spring 
when Progressive AE performs the 
survey. The Curlyleaf is not a concern 
because when the water temperatures 
rise it dies out. 
Growth characteristic:
 Curlyleaf Pondweed is an aggres-
sively growing exotic aquatic plant from 
Europe and Asia. It is capable of growing 
to the surface in 8 to 10 fee of water. At 
the surface, it forms a canopy of vegeta-
tion. It is one of the first plants to begin 
growing in the spring, reaching the 
surface before many native plants germi-
nate from the sediments. Consequently, 
it can form dense colonies covering much 
of a lakes littoral zone by early summer. 
It usually dies back dramatically to min-
imal levels by mid-July. Curlyleaf Pond-
weed can produce4 special reproductive 
pine cone-like structures called “turions”, 
which are highly resistant to herbicidal 
damage and help spread the plant.
Habitat:
 It may be found throughout the litto-
ral zone out to a depth of about 12 feet.
Beneficial traits:
It is a fair fish food provider, and is used 
by waterfowl for food.
Nuisance traits:
It conflicts with many recreational uses 
and can be a serious localized and lake-
wide problem. 
Purple Loosestrife:
 The Birch Lade Water Quality 
Committee started the Purple Loose-
strife Management Program in 2000. 
The program has been a great success. 
In 2000 we had 10 sites on all shores of 
Birch Lake. Some of which were very 
dense. We continue to monitor for Purple 
Loosestrife each year and remove the 
plant that we find. Typically, we find two 
or three sites per year. This occurs in 
July and August when the plant blooms. 
If you see the plant or suspect a plant 
might be Purple Loosestrife, please call a 
Water Quality mem-
ber to check it out.
What is it? 
 Purple Loosestrife 
is a plant that was ac-
cidentally introduced 
into the United States 
and then distributed 

as an ornamental. It is most easily iden-
tified during its flowering period from 
July to September. The spike shaped 
“purple” flower can be seen in ditches, 
streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
other moist, shallow water sites. This 
plant is an upright, hardy perennial, four 
to eight feet tall and most often found in 
a group.
Effects:
 Purple Loosestrife invades marshes, 
ditches and lake shores quickly replacing 
cattails and other native wetland plants. 
These plants form dense stands that 
ducks, geese, muskrats and frogs can not 
use for food or cover.
Spread:
 Purple Loosestrife will grow from the 
roots of an established plant, howev-
er, the plants spread mainly by seed. 
Having up to 300,000 per stalk these 
tiny seeds can live in the soil and water 
for many years and can be transported 
great distances by humans, animals and 
water. The seeds can be transported to 
other wetland areas via the mud on birds 
and ducks’ feet, in the fur of muskrat, 
mink and beaver, or on the shells of 
turtles. Humans can also unknowingly 
transport the seeds via the mud on their 
shoes, boots, waders and clothing.  

— Water Quality Report —
Invasive species at Birch Lake

The “Six CommandmenTS 
of BirCh Lake WaTer QuaLiTy”

 

i. Thou ShaLT prevenT The Spread of aQuaTiC 

invaSive SpeCieS (aiS).

ii. Thou ShaLT minimize SurfaCe runoff.

iii. Thou ShaLT minimize The effeCTS of WaveS.

iv. Thou ShaLT proTeCT and expand naTuraL 

ShoreLineS.

v. Thou ShaLT noT aLLoW phoSphoruS, nuTrienTS, 

and oTher undeSiraBLe ChemiCaL eLemenTS To 

enTer our Lake.

vi. Thou ShaLT remain informed and aCTive aBouT 

oTher WaTer QuaLiTy iSSueS.

PARTICULARLY IF PARTICIPATING IN PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OR OFF OF A 100% STABLE 

VESSEL, WEAR A LIFE JACKET, VEST OR WHATEVER!

 This last weekend the body of a wake surfer was pulled out of 
a 30’ – 60’ deep area of Clear Lake, near Angola, Indiana.  
 The surfer was not wearing a flotation device.  At this time we 
don’t know of any details, other than the fact that the victim was 
not wearing a flotation device.
 Please don’t let this fate befall anyone you know or love, or 
anyone using our lake.  Make sure anyone doing anything even 
slightly risky in or on the water is wearing a flotation device.

News Flash/Reminder:



Fleet Captain’s Corner

By J. Patrick McGann 

Commodore Angela is to be com-
mended for an outstanding 
Commodore/Vice Commodore 

Hawaiian Luau last Saturday night at 
the Yacht Club.  If you see Angela 
please remember to tell her what a good 
time it was.
 Once again, in this season of “only 
regatta sailing” with next to no regular 
season races, we could not sail again 
last Sunday because of lack of winds.  It 
did gave me an opportunity to go to 
Lord of the Lakes, outdoor chapel 
church at Camp Eberhart with my fami-
ly.  It is very nice if you are Catholic, or 
not, at 10 am right next to the shore of 
beautiful Corey Lake ... lots of Birch 
Lakers and others form Diamond, Corey 
and other lakes around the area.
 I was working yesterday, last 
Sunday, around the back of my house 
when I heard a huge crash and the tele-
phone polls and wires suddenly snapped 
the poles actually moved about five feet 
and I thought I was a goner. Scared the 
do-do out of me.  It turned out that a 
long standing dead shagbark hickory 
tree fell across the road and onto a pon-
toon boat down the road a few cottages 
on the east side.  Thank goodness for a 
great neighbor with a tractor that had a 

front end loader came to the rescue to 
move it out of the way unblocking the 
road.
 SAILORS:  The fourth of July 
Firecracker Regatta will be Thursday on 
the 4th and Saturday the 6th, with 
make-ups if needed on Sunday.
 Let’s see if we can’t get some of 
those boats sitting on lifts around the 
lake that never get out there, this week 
out to enter the races.
 GOLFERS:  We are accepting reg-
istrations now online at the bottom of 
www.birchlakeyachtclub.com. $63 or 
give me a check or cash for $60.  We are 
scheduled for Pine View Golf Course on 
Friday July 26 with a 1:30 pm shotgun 
start.  A nice dinner to follow at the 
course.  Cash bar cart on the course. 
  Also, the Fall Dinner is set for 
Saturday August 17 before everyone 
leaves, to give us one last chance to say 
goodbye and talk about your fall and 

winter plans.
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes!

~Fleet Captain Pat

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #7, July 6

2019
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

SAILBOATS 
ALWAYS HAVE THE 

RIGHT-OF-WAY!



Forrest Hall (cove) enjoy-
ing an afternoon on his 

master’s boat!

We have white swans on 
Birch but ... black swans 
are, by nature, rare.  
Guess a pink swan is ex-
ceedingly rare?  Though 
a bit wide in her girth, we 
have it on expert opinion 
(per Bad Patty, an expert 
if any) that the enormous 
new Birch bird is indeed 

a flamingo.  Submitted by Mr. Bob (King, north side) 
with the subject line “Floatie of the Week.”

Ladies’  FUN!!!!  Golf Outing - JULY 19       
Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis

9 AM Tee Off - $35 per golfer (fee includes cart and lunch)
Lunch at BLYC following the Outing / Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle
Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member

If you don’t golf but would like to join us at noon for lunch, please register and pay $12
If you’d like to volunteer to help serve lunch or be a hole sponsor please contact either:

Barb Cassady 574-303-2831 or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890
Net proceeds to benefit Camp Tannadoonah

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Registration Form

Team Members (list captain first with phone no.)
1. ______________________ 2.  ______________________
3.  ______________________ 4.  ______________________

OR FOR LUNCH ONLY:
1. __________________________

Please make checks payable to BLYC and mail to Barb Cassady at
63486 Birch Road, Vandalia, MI 49095

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS JULY 9

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Jim Bradfield and Denny Weesner (southside) had 

their great-grandchildren visiting last week from 
California and Florida.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week?  Want 
your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  Want your lawnmower 

to be the lawnmower of the Week? Just mail your photo 
(with a SASE if you want the photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock 

and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), 
or email them to me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

That’s my neighbor, Bill Luecht (I know because it says so on 
his forehead) after the Comm/Vice Comm party last weekend.  

Alcohol may have been a factor ...  

The Right Reverend Bruce (Wagner, Cove) showing off his 
Cabana Boy shirt at the Comm/Vice Comm party (left), and 
relaxing in the shade and taking a chance at birchacola.

Mystery photo: Pat Mc-
Gann found this mug shot 
of a high school classmate 
of his in an OLD!!! year-
book ... Guess who it is and 
win a used fertilizer spike 
for your garden!  Hint: Pat 
and the MM both attended 
John Adams in South Bend 
(not sure if either graduated 
though).



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Ok, we’ve previously had a fish pic on the KOTW 
page, so in the interest of “equal time” we’re pub-

lishing this turtle “friends” pic from Mr. Bob ... 

Tennis Anyone?
Not to be outdone by the fish or Mr. Bob’s friendly 
turtles, Paula DiRutigliano (south side) sent in this 

pic of the soft-shell on the tennis courts ... 
McGann/Laneman cousins at Pat and Tessa’s (east side).  Baby Domi-

nic was 9 months and on his first visit to Birch Lake.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOW IS A 
GREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOUR 
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com

63126 Birch Road
TURNKEY - 3 Bed, 2 bath, 

Year-round cottage on 60 ft 
of sandy frontage. Updated 

kitchen and open concept liv-
ing & dining with great sunset 
views and access to a large 
lakeside low-maintenance 

deck with awning and lots of 
storage below. Ample parking 

for 6 vehicles. $415,000

62930 Birch Road
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath, 
2,200-sq-ft lodge-style home 
on a 1.2-acre lot.  Sale of 
furniture, furnishings, and 
decorations will be nego-
tiable.  On the main level, a 
foyer with a soaring ceiling 
opens to the living room with 

fireplace, a bar, a formal din-
ing room, and a family room 
with lake views and a knotty 
pine ceiling. The kitchen has 
an island with breakfast bar 
seating, stainless applianc-
es, and a casual dining area 
that leads to a covered patio 
with a new hot tub and a 
19x33-ft saltwater pool and 
a deck with panoramic lake 
views. The master suite, 
with  walk-in closet, also 
has access to the covered 

patio. A laundry and mud 
room, with access to garage 
as well as outdoors, has a 
powder room. Upstairs, a 
landing affords lake views 
for two bedrooms.  On the 
lakeside lot, a matching hut 
has a bath, kitchenette, and 
covered porch next to a 
stone patio with fire circle. 
The property includes a 3-car 
garage and plenty of off-
street parking.  An adjacent 
lot is also available.

15176 Birch 
Lake Shore Dr.

3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home 
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court, 
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft 
heated Morton Building.  
House has large windows, 
broad upper deck, covered 
lower patio, 3-season room, 
brick patio w/ custom-built 

chimneyed fireplace near 
water. Upper level: large 
living room w/ vaulted ceiling, 
exposed natural beams, 
Midcentury Modern fireplace 
designed by Wendell Lovett, 
deck access, panoramic lake 
views; dining area w/ lake 
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD; 
1 BA; outside access. Spiral 
staircase down to sitting 
room w/ 3-season room and 
patio access, dining room, 
kitchen w/ bar seating and ca-
sual dining, 1 BA. Street-side 
lawn has wrought iron fence 
and brick path to the home.

Mom’s Rule - Chair of the Week
Do you have a nice chair but no time to sit in it?  Long ago 

Le King (north shore) issued an edict: you can work as hard 
as you want until the 4th of July, but then stop working and 

play until Labor Day.  Have a seat ...

A Barker First!
Thanks to Pat McGann for sending in what is believed 
to be the first-ever Lawnmower of the Week ... leave it to 
Fancy-Sox-Pat to be a trend setter!

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week?  Want 
your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  Want your lawnmower 

to be the lawnmower of the Week? Just mail your photo 
(with a SASE if you want the photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock 

and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), 
or email them to me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if I can help! 

Lake references available.

General Handyman Services

 
BLYC 59th ANNUAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

MEN’S GOLF OUTING
1:30 SHOTGUN START; FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2019 - $60/MAN*
PINE VIEW GOLF COURSE, THREE RIVERS

DINNER TO FOLLOW (5:30 pm) AT THE COURSE
*$63 if you pay online at WWW.BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM 

Cost includes dinner (Chateaubriand steak); cash bar

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

___________________________________________ ________________________________________

____________________________________________ _________________________________________

2019 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

Please submit your foursome and registration to Pat McGann, 63164 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Make checks payable to: BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

or go online at WWW.BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay ($63 online; $60 by check/cash).
Individual registrations accepted.  If you don’t have a team, I can match you up.

TEAM CAPTAIN

Must have completed registrations by July 16



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Even 
though your focus is on home, family and your pri-
vate life, nevertheless, your ruler Mars will give you 
the courage to express what you are and be bold 
and energetic. It promotes opportunities for vaca-
tions, romance, increased activity with children and a 
chance to assert your true self. Old flames might be 
back in the picture due to Mercury retrograde. 
Please note that Wednesday, Friday and Sunday 
are bad days to shop. .

Taurus (April 20-May 20)) - Because 
both fiery Mars and retrograde Mercury are taking 
place at the bottom of your chart, you are entering a 
time where everything to do with home and family is 
disruptive, combative, challenging, hectic and full of 
change! Expect to hear from relatives you haven’t 
seen for a while. This is a great time to do repairs 
you’ve been postponing.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)) - Get ready 
because Mercury will create transportation delays, 
communication mix-ups and misunderstandings with 
others. At the same time, Mars makes you identify 
with your opinions and be argumentative. You will 
fight back if anyone disagrees with you. Therefore, 
be calm and think before you speak. The good news 
is your finances are favored and you want to shop 
for beautiful things. Please note that Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday are poor days to shop for any-
thing other than gas and food. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)) - The Sun in 
your sign gives you power and boosts your health; 
plus it expands your sphere of influence. Venus in 
your sign (for the next six weeks) makes you charm-
ing and diplomatic. You are more attractive, which is 
why this is the month to shop for wardrobe goodies. 
Mercury goes retrograde in your House of Earnings, 
which means checks in the mail will be late and 
financial matters will be delayed. You might misplace 
items. Avoid shopping Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)) - The Sun and 
Venus continue to make you want to enjoy solitude 
in beautiful surroundings. Nevertheless, Mars and 
retrograde Mercury are active in your sign making 
you aggressive and busy. Life will be challenging.) 
Expect mixed-up communications, delays and mis-
placed items. However, the good news is that you 
will easily finish things you’ve been meaning to do 
forever. Whatever has been lingering for months (or 
years) will now get completed. Finally!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)) - Venus now 
joins the Sun to boost your popularity, especially with 
creative, artistic people. Meanwhile, retrograde 
Mercury and fiery Mars are hiding in your chart, 
which definitely is an indication that secrets will 
come up in the next few weeks and skeletons from 
the closet will say, “Boo!” Fortunately, this same influ-
ence will facilitate any kind of research you need to 
do or any attempt on your part to find solutions to 
old problems or answers from the past. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)) - The Sun still 
makes you high viz and attractive to bosses and 
VIPs. You will be asked for input about design, lay-
out, office redecorating or PR work in the next few 
weeks. Meanwhile, Mercury retrograde will attract 
old friends from the past back into your life. You 
might feel competitive with someone. Many of you 
will be involved in physical sports and group activi-
ties. Whatever the case, you shine!

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)) - You’re 
eager to travel and learn something new because 
you want to expand your world. You’re turned on by 
new ideas, new concepts and talking to people who 
are exploring new paths as well. Obviously, this is 
the time to travel for pleasure and learn for your own 
enjoyment. Meanwhile, Mars has  now moved to the 
top of your chart arousing your ambition as never 
before! The last time this happened was two years 
ago. You’ve got the bit in your teeth and you’re 
determined to succeed. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)) - Life 
is intense. Whether it’s politics, backyard gossip, 
family dramas, your job, financial issues - everything 
matters! The word casual isn’t even in your vocabu-
lary. Naturally, this passion extends to intimacy. If 
you are traveling, ideally, go someplace you have 
been before. And definitely, double check all details, 
reservations, itineraries etc. as well as give yourself 
extra time to deal with the unexpected. Bon voyage!

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)) - Close 
friendships and partnerships continue to be import-
ant. This is considered the best position for all rela-
tionships, marriages, love affairs and partnerships. 
You will be able to express your affection easily to 
others. In addition, you will have a better under-
standing of where they’re coming from and so you 
will be more patient and understanding. Even your 
relations with your enemies will improve! Meanwhile, 
back in the boudoir, fiery Mars is in a sexual part of 
your chart, heightening your sex drive. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)) - You’re 
happy to work hard and you’re also motivated to 
work. You want results for your efforts, which is why 
you’re working smarter. This is also why you’re think-
ing about how to best manage your life. This is 
opportune that you find work and health to be 
rewarding. Furthermore, you will attract ex-partners 
or old issues with current partners back into your 
world. Be patient, tolerant and use skillful means 
dealing with loved ones.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)) - Grab 
every opportunity to go on a vacation. Accept invita-
tions for social occasions, the arts, sports events 
and fun getaways. You will also enjoy playful activi-
ties with children. Romance can flourish as well as 
the arts because you are very much in touch with 
your muse at this time. Work hard so you have the 
energy to cope with the unexpected. Your entire 
month ahead will favor relating to children as well as 
love affairs. 

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.256 
2.2 days before first quarter

Sunrise: 06:12:16 AM
Sunset: 21:21:34 PM

Moonrise: 10:36:22 AM
Moonset: NO MoonSet
Daylight:  15 Hr 09 Min 18 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Gert Temple’s Grilled Salmon
From the 2004 Birch Lake Ladies 

Luncheon Recipe Collection*
Marinade  1-2 hours
¼ cup brown mustard
6 Tbls sugar
¼ cup white vinegar
2 teas. dry mustard
6 teas. fresh dill (chopped)
Stir in 6 Tbls. olive oil

Chilled Topping
Add to 1 cup plain yogurt:
4 teas. fresh dill (chopped)
2 teas. fresh parsley (chopped)
1 Tbls. fresh lemon juice
1 teas. onion powder

Grill:
Remove salmon from marinade and lightly sprinkle with 
paprika
Grill salmon
Reserve some of the unused marinade and brush on 
salmon the last 3-4 minutes.

Serve with chilled topping

*Thanks to Denny and Ronnie for the recipes ... 



Happy holiday weekend! All of us 
at Camp are on a much-needed 
couple days break from camp! 

This is approximately the midway 
point of summer for our staff – they’re 
here for 1.5 weeks of training, followed 
by 2.5 weeks of camp. When we get 
back from the break, we have 5 more 
weeks of camp, and we’re done on Au-
gust 10. It will fly by for sure!
 We are looking forward to seeing 
many of you at the Pancake Break-
fast on Sunday morning (July 7) up 
here at Camp Tannadoonah. We will 
be serving pancakes, sausage, fruit 
cocktail, coffee, juice, and milk from 
8:30-11 am. The cost is $5 for ages 11 
and up, $2 for ages 6-10, and free for 
children 5 and under. We will have a 
limited supply of gluten free pancakes 
for those who request them. 
 All of the proceeds from the 
Pancake Breakfast go to supporting 
projects and programs at camp, so 
please bring your whole crew out to eat 
and help us fund our ongoing facilities 
improvements, and scholarships for 
camp! And as always, we will have 
Camp T apparel and souvenirs for 
sale!
 This next week is Session 3 at 

camp, and we have (as of today) 99 
campers registered, and believe it 
or not, that’s our SMALLEST week-
long session of the summer! The only 
session smaller than that is our mini 
week, which is only 3 days of camp. We 
have a total now of 979 campers reg-
istered for camp, so I’m really hoping 
we’ll be able to get to our “stretch” goal 
of 1000 kids for the summer. 
 We still have room for more camp-
ers in Session 3 (July 7-13) and Ses-
sion 6 (July 28-August 3), so if you’re 
thinking about sending a camper, 
please sign up soon! Session 3’s theme 
is Pirate Week, and Session 6 is Super 
Hero Week. Our staff have lots of fun 
stuff planned, including a game of 
“Capture the Swashbuckler” (aka Cap-
ture the Flag), a Pirate Hunt (like hide 
and seek, but they’re searching for 
their counselors who are hiding!), and 
a game of Sponge Wars: Pirate Battle. 
For Super Hero Week, we’re having a 
Name that Movie Tune battle, and a 
night of Tannadoonah’s Got Talent. 
 We’ve been loving the hot weather 
at camp these past couple weeks! Lots 
more campers go down to the water-
front for activities when it’s hot out-
side. On Saturday, we had our “Super 

Week” campers here, so it was a fairly 
small group of campers over the week-
end. Saturday afternoon was hot and 
sunny, so we played Sprinkler Soccer 
on the sports field, Water Polo down at 
the lake, and our nature class took a 
water hike. Everyone stayed nice and 
cool! The lake sure has warmed up 
since we were doing lifeguard training 
the last week of May!
 I have had a handful of people 
tell me that they’d be interested in 
hosting a small group of staff members 
for a cookout or boat ride on their night 
off. Many of our staff don’t have trans-
portation, or live far away, so don’t 
have much opportunity to get out of 
camp on a night off. If you are willing 
to host a small group on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, or Saturday 
night, please let me know a possible 
date, and how many you could handle! 
 Hope everyone enjoys the fire-
works Saturday night, and has a fun 
weekend on the lake. See you at the 
breakfast at 8:30 Sunday morning!
 

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Loving the hot weather!



FOR SALE
4-seater pedal boat for sale.  As-is 
(though we will get her down from the pole 
barn for test rides).  Contact the Kings at 
476-2128.

Schecter Diamond Series “Black 
Widow” electric guitar with case and 
Line 6, Spider III 30 Amp, used maybe 
6x’s. $200 for both, negotiable.  Call Deb 
at 476-7226.  

For sale: the former Misch 
Manufacturing building located at 
14111 Esther Ave., Mishawaka, IN 46545.  
Location 3/10 of a mile west of Capital 
Avenue between Jefferson and McKinley.  
Contact Jill Celie-Brenay, REMAX, or Bob 
King.

For sale: Full size bed frame with 
Maple headboard and footboard.  
Make offer.  Bob Groszek. 219-384-9291.

For sale: 2010 Bennington pontoon 
with 50 hp Yamaha & 2013 lake-
shore lift with canopy and motorized 
wheel assist. $15,000. Call PJ or Sue 
Vandewalle at 476-7086

For sale: Nordic Track, $300, Hardly 
used. Call Chubbie

For sale: Georgia Peaches, California 
Grown - $.89/lb

For Sale:  Slightly used headstone. 
Perfect gift for someone named William 
Peterson.

For sale: Cows, calves never bred. Also 
one gay bull for sale.

FOUND
Found: small red and black 
Attwood buoy found in the Cove 
Sunday, June 23, Call 476-2090

WANTED
Caring Man Wanted:  SWF looking for 
man for permanent relationship, marriage, 
and support. Must be willing to ignore the 
voices in my head and occasional mutter-
ing under my breath.

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

For Sprinkler service, please call SOS 
Irrigation @ (574) 534-9150

For Housecleaning please call 
Stephanie at (269) 580-0338 for details

Auto Repair Service: Free pick-up 
and delivery. Try us once, you’ll never go 
anywhere again. 

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? 
Check out renting the most inexpensive 
but cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp

THANKS
Thank you all for your donations of plastic 
bags and toilet paper / paper towel tubes! 
We have enough now to last us the entire 
summer for tie dye and crafts at camp, so 
we don’t need any more at this time. 
Thank you from Camp Tannadoonah!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified ads in the Birch 

Barker are free to BLYC 
members, $5 for everyone 
else.  Send your ads to me 

at sailorphil@philvitale.com

Simply STUNNING

     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club?  This is just 
one example of the custom concrete 

services and products available to our 
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.

Interested in a new look for your 
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Memorial Park boat landing for a Labor 
Day dog parade celebration. Parking for 
spectators and participants will be avail-
able at designated marked areas on 
Birch Road and at the landing.  After 
registration, the parade commences at 
the boat landing at and proceeds north 
on Birch Road, ending for the award cer-
emony at the home of Dennis and 
Claudia Phipps. Costumes are encour-

aged. All are invited to stay for an after 
celebration where food and drink will be 
provided for pooches and pooch parents.
 Prizes will be awarded in these cat-
egories: BEST COSTUME; LARGEST 
DOG; SMALLEST; CUTEST; Owner-
PET look alike; Bushiest Tail; Longest 
Ears & more
 All participants will receive doggy 
AND human treats! Participants and 

spectators are encouraged to donate to 
the Cass County Humane Society and to 
the cost of the event. Donation boxes 
will be along the parade route and at 
registration. Spectators are greatly 
encouraged and may provide water for 
the dogs. Bring lawn chairs!
PARADE RULES:
Animals must be current on vaccina-
tions; No aggressive animals or females 
that are in season; Animals must be on 
a leash and in control by their owner at 
ALL times; Pet owners must pooper 
scoop after their dogs; 
Parade organizers: Carla Chester, Linda 
Curtis, Claudia Phipps
 Note from organizers: Last year we 
had 19 dogs for the first year! We are 
hoping to have more this year. We have 
made changes/improvements. There will 
be music and all participants will be in 
single file for the viewing pleasure of the 
spectators. There will be a celebration 
after the awards ceremony and compli-
mentary rides back to the landing. For 
those who are unsure of their dog’s 
behavior, last year the dogs were lively 
at registration, completely calm during 
the parade, and in love with each other 
by the awards ceremony!

2016 Birch Lake Calendars
 Thanks to all the photographers 
who submitted photos for the 2016 Birch 
Lake calendar. Once again we had so 
many great pictures that it was hard to 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STUNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose we 
installed last fall at the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Call us Today!



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Angela Bergan (E), Commodore
561-603-5522 .......................... berganfsu@aol.com
Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ................................574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE 
AND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
IT’S A NEW YEAR!

It’s time to pay your 2019 dues 
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


